[The cultivation and physicochemical properties of the Josiah strain of the Lassa virus].
Data on the stability of Lassa virus, Josia strain, isolated from man to the effect of physicochemical factors (heating at 50 degrees C, solutions of urea and formalin of various concentrations, UV irradiation) as well as on the time course of this strain reproduction in cell lines of different origins are presented. Recommendations for lowering of reactogenicity of the virus-containing material are given. The experimental results must be taken into consideration in the development and manufacture of diagnostic and therapeutic-prophylactic preparations for Lassa fever.